
B6     HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PREVIEW     THE DAILY ITEM     THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2015

PHOTOS | BOB ROCHE

At left, Oliver Eberth is back for his second year calling signals at St. 
John’s Prep. Brian St. Pierre, right, will be back for his second year 
as coach, too.

High expectations at 
St. John’s Prep this fall

Malden Catholic hoping 
its youth has matured

By Matthew Roy
For The ITem

one of the winningest programs 
in the area for the better part of the 
last three decades, the St. John’s Prep 
eagles hope they can go a step further 
than they did a year ago.

Last year: St. John’s finished 8-3 
overall, 3-1 in the Catholic Confer-
ence. The eagles were the No. 2 seed in 
the Division 1 North tournament and 
marched all the way to the sectional 
final where they lost to everett, 31-24.

Coach: Brian St. Pierre is entering 
his second season at the helm of his 
alma mater. St. Pierre led the eagles 
to a 1997 Division 1 Super Bowl title 
before moving on to Boston College, 
where he started for two seasons and 
was the mVP of the motor City Bowl. 
he later spent eight seasons in the 
NFL with the ravens, Steelers, Cardi-
nals and Panthers.

Key players gone: The eagles lost  
23 players to graduation, including 
running back Cody harwood, tight end 
Jake Burt, and wide receiver owen 
rockett. St. John’s also has to replace 
four offensive linemen and its other 
three top pass catchers along with 
standout kicker Justin Foley.

Key players this year:  Several key 
starters are returning including senior 
captain quarterback ollie eberth, who 
was a Catholic Conference all-star and 
finished with over 1,500 yards passing 
and 24 touchdowns. Senior running 
back and captain Dillon Preston, and 
offensive lineman/captain Jay Car-
nevale are back.  Seniors Jack Lambert 
and Sean Fallon  will anchor the line-
backing group while Nate Vance is the 
lone returnee in the secondary.

Strengths: The eagles were one of 
the top defensive teams in the area 
last season and still have plenty of ex-
perience on that side of the ball,

Question marks: Despite having 
one of the state’s elite quarterback in 
eberth and an experienced running 
back in Preston, the eagles face the 
challenge of trying to find offensive 
chemistry against one of the state’s 
most testing schedules.

Opening game: St. John’s opens at 
mansfield on Friday.

Key games on the schedule:  The 
eagles Nov. 28 date with Xaverian  
could decide the Catholic Conference 
title.  St. John’s travels to Central 
Catholic on Sept. 19 before one of the 
regular season’s marquee matchups on 
Sept. 27 when they host everett.

“There are no easy games on our 
schedule but the kids are ready to face 
that challenge,” St. Pierre said.

 Coach’s outlook: “our schedule is 
a huge challenge for us but the expec-
tation is that we will be there contend-
ing for a conference title and hopefully 
a Super Bowl spot.”

Schedule
Sept. 11 at Mansfield 7 p.m.
Sept. 19 at Central Catholic 7 p.m.
Sept. 27 Everett,  noon
Oct. 3 Malden Catholic 6 p.m.
Oct. 9 at Cath. Memorial 7 p.m.
Oct. 16 at BC High 7 p.m.
Oct. 24  Bridge--Raynham noon
Nov. 26  Xaverian 10:15 a.m.

Oct. 31-Nov. 14 Playoffs (TBA)
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Malden Catholic coach Jeff Smith, left, hopes that the youth he’s 
brought along matures this fall. A lot of his hopes rest on junior 
quarterback Colin Sullivan.

By Joshua Kummins
For The ITem

The youth of malden Catholic’s football 
teams over the past couple seasons has 
matured, so the Lancers have some tal-
ented returning players to help continue 
the program’s growth this fall.

Last year: The Lancers finished 4-7 in 
2014. After an exciting Week 2 win over 
Silver Lake, mC dropped six consecutive 
games, including one to each of its four 
Catholic Conference rivals. The season 
finished on a high note with three consec-
utive wins — close decisions over Cam-
bridge rindge & Latin and Waltham 
with a home shutout of english. 

Coach: Jeff Smith, who graduated 
from mC in 1995 and is its assistant 
principal, enters his fifth season. 

Key players gone: Five members of 
mC’s team last year beginning collegiate 
careers, including wide receiver Noel 
Charbonnier at Castleton State), line-
backer/running back Alex massa (rens-
selaer), offensive linemen Jason Woods 
(merrimack), Anthony Gill (Stonehill) 
and martin Guinee (Bates).

Key players this year: Junior Colin 
Sullivan will start at quarterback for a 
third straight season, helping to guide a 
team with numerous players whose roles 
will be increasing this fall. Kellen Field 
returns as a key offensive weapon after 
rushing for 1,000 yards as a sophomore. 
Senior Ben Scarpa has played both wide 
receiver and running back while his 
brothers Anthony, a defensive end and 
tight end, and mike, an offensive guard, 
will also be filling key roles this year. Yes, 
they are triplets.

Strengths: There is an experienced 
group of players lined up at skill posi-
tions. Sullivan has started since he was 

a freshman while Field is team captain. 
Wide receiver Ben Scarpa is a versatile 
player who can help to maintain produc-
tion the team saw from that position.

Question marks: The Lancers will 
look for leaders to step up on defense. Se-
niors Jeff Collignon and reise Turransky 
are Winthrop high transfers with excit-
ing potential while multiple-year varsity 
contributors Anthony Borriello (lineback-
er) and James Irving (defensive line) will 
see their roles increase as seniors. 

Opening game: mC opens against Sil-
ver Lake at home on Friday.

Big games on the schedule: The Lanc-
ers are clearly focused on Silver Lake and 
continuing the momentum established 
at the end of last season, but have a road 
clash with defending Division 1 state 
champion Xaverian set for oct. 16 and 
return home to face Waltham on Nov. 25.

Coach’s outlook: “We’re looking to 
build off of last season, especially the end 
of the season when we had three good 
wins. We had a young team last year 
where a lot of guys in key positions were 
sophomores and now they’re juniors. ... 
This year, we’re looking to build off of that 
momentum and our experience to have a 
successful year.”

Schedule
Sept. 11 Silver Lake, 7 p.m.
Sept. 18 Winchester, 7 p.m.
Sept. 25  at Malden, 7 p.m.
Oct. 3 at St. John’s, 6 p.m.
Oct. 9 BC High, 7 p..m.
Oct. 16 at Xaverian, 7 p.m.
Oct. 23 Catholic Memorial, 7 p.m.
Nov. 25 Waltham, 6 p.m.

Oct. 31-Nov. 14 Playoffs (TBA)

Fenwick poised to defend 
Catholic Central crown

By Katie Morrison
ITem STAFF

The Bishop Fenwick Crusaders have 
been a nearly unstoppable force in the 
Catholic Central League the last few sea-
sons, and even though they lost some ir-
replaceable talents, they hope to continue 
the winning tradition.

Last year: The Crusaders made it all the 
way to the emass. finals and fell to Abing-
ton. But it was a remarkable season for the 
strong program, as the Crusaders went 
11-1 overall and undefeated in league play 
for the second straight year. 

Coach: Dave Woods is entering his 18th 
year at the helm of Bishop Fenwick. 

Key players gone: It will be impossible 
to replace what Lynn’s rufus rushins 
brought to the team. one of the best play-
ers to ever pass through the school, rush-
ins lived up to his name and rushed for 
5,762 yards over four years, good for fifth 
all-time in massachusetts. But he was also 
a weapon on the other side of the ball as 
a defensive end and lineman. The reign-
ing CCL mVP will be sorely missed, as will 
middle linebacker Dave hurley, who was 
a starter on the squad since his freshman 
year.

Key players this year: Woods expects 
two Lynn kids, seniors Cody mullen and 
Justice Andrade, to step up and provide 
a veteran presence. mullen at defensive 
back and Andrade on both the offensive 
and defensive lines. receivers Dan han-

non and Willie mcGuinness also figure to 
be big parts of Fenwick’s game.

Strengths: The culture of the Fenwick 
football program keeps getting passed 
down through the classes, and this year’s 
team embodies that strong work ethic. 
Woods says the time that players dedi-
cated to getting in shape and working on 
their game during the offseason is readily 
apparent.

Question marks: After losing such a 
large and talented senior class, inexperi-
ence plagues the Crusaders, but they hope 
that the veterans can step up and lead the 
group of younger players as they try to get 
more experience under their belts.

Opening game: The Crusaders open at 
hamilton-Wenham on Saturday. 

Big games on the schedule: of course, 
the Crusaders are just excited to get the 
season underway, but league play begins 
on week four against Archbishop Williams. 
Woods is also looking forward to renewing 
the Thanksgiving rivalry with St. mary’s 
as the traditional game resumes this year 
after a long absence.

Last league title: The Crusaders have 
topped the CCL two years in a row.

Coach’s outlook: “I hope the kids can 
continue the tradition of Fenwick football. 
It’s a strong football program, and I hope 
we can make it a special year for the se-
niors. It’s a special thing to play high school 
football, so we want to make it a great year 
for our seniors, as always.”

Schedule
Sept. 12 at Ham-Wenham 1 p.m.
Sept. 18 Essex Tech 7 p.m.
Sept. 26 at Northeast 6 p.m.
Oct. 2 Williams 7 p.m.
Oct. 9 Austin Prep 7 p.m.
Oct. 16 at Arl. Catholic 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 23  at Spellman 7 p.m.
Nov. 25  at St. Mary’s 7 p.m.

Oct. 30-Nov. 13 Playoffs, TBA
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Bishop Fenwick coach Dave 
Woods and the Crusaders are go-
ing for a three-peat.

The Crusaders hope to get a lot 
out of Lynn’s Cody Mullen this 
season.


