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find the breakthrough 
point. It’s going to be a 
great game.”

The Spartans (17-2-3) 
crossed paths with Catho-
lic Central League rival 
Archbishop Williams for 
the third time this season 
in Tuesday night’s East-
ern Mass. title game and 
emerged with a 2-0 win at 
Manning Field. 

The rivals split two 
regular season meetings, 
with each team winning 
on the road, before St. 
Mary’s settled the score 
when it really counted.

Having prior knowledge 
of Tuesday’s opponent 
from league play cer-
tainly gave the Spartans 
a sense of confidence, but 
D’Agostino knows both 
teams will be playing with 
little knowledge of each 
other on Saturday.

“I had a little more con-
fidence going into that 
game,” D’Agostino said 
of the Archbishop Wil-
liams matchup. “I don’t 
think (Monson knows) us 
and we don’t know them. 
I don’t even know where 
Monson is and they don’t 
know where St. Mary’s 
is. I think both teams are 
coming with the same 
plan, to play our own 
game and style.”

One thing D’Agostino 
does know is how he 
wants his team to play. 

There will be an op-
ponent on the other side 
of the field attempting 

to counter every move, 
but the Spartans have to 
play the style they have 
worked on all season in 
order to take home the 
state title.

“We’re a hard-working 
team that likes to pass 
and keep the ball mov-
ing, so it’s really helped us 
out this year,” D’Agostino 
said. “We’re not the most 
talented team, but we find 
our ways to put the ball in 
the net.”

Senior Dan Hennessey 
scored both goals against 
Archbishop Williams. The 
Lynn native missed both 
of the Spartans’ losses be-
cause of injury. 

Hennessey has per-
formed in a big way dur-
ing a postseason run that 
has featured a one-goal 
game — a 2-1 overtime 
win over Bishop Fenwick 
in the North bracket semi-
final on Nov. 11 — and 
three two-goal decisions.

“A lot of kids are step-
ping up in every different 
way and every different 
game, but I know Dan 
Hennessey has stepped up 
huge the last few games,” 
D’Agostino said. “He’s a 
very emotional player and 
a physical player. I think 
he sets the tone for our 
style of play, and has been 
one of our key players up 
front.”

Joshua Kummins can 
be reached at joshuakum-
mins95@gmail.com. Fol-
low him on Twitter @Josh-
uaKummins.

St. Mary’s soccer ready for 
final test in state title game
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be relying on seniors Mo-
relli, Mary Kate Deighan, 
Jessica Dwyer and Shan-
non Ryan to come up big 
against powerhouse Fron-
tier (21-3).

The Pioneers will have 
to play their very best to 
take the Red Hawks, who 
have won five straight 
state titles. But after win-
ning the West title with 
three shutouts, Frontier 
had to come from behind 
to beat South champion 
Case in a five-set show-

down in the state semifi-
nals on Wednesday. 

Last season, Lynnfield 
gave Frontier an equally 
tough time before losing, 
3-2. 

The Red Hawks are led 
by senior Remi Quesnelle, 
who averages 3.4 kills 
per set. Twins Sarah and 
Katherine Conlisk also 
have had strong seasons 
for the school in South 
Deerfield. 

Katie Morrison can be 
reached at kmorrison@
itemlive.com. Follow her 
on Twitter at @KatieMo61.

Lynnfield volleyball looks to 
capture state championship
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an easier time in the tour-
nament than the Vikings. 
Led by quarterback An-
tonio Felix and running 
backs Calvin Johnson and 
Abraham Toe, St. Mary’s 
outscored its opponents, 
114-46, in three postseason 
games. The team is averag-
ing over 32 points a game 
this season.

East Bridgewater will 
key on Toe, who leads 
Eastern Mass. in scoring 
with 166 points, and John-
son, who has notched 104 
points.

The Spartans’ tourna-
ment run included a 24-6 
upset victory over rival 
Bishop Fenwick. The 
Spartans claimed the 
North title with a convinc-
ing 44-16 win over Great-
er Lowell, earning a trip 

to the state semifinals for 
the first time since 2012.

But today, St. Mary’s 
will have to take on an un-
familiar opponent. Even 
though the two teams 
have exchanged video in 
order to prepare, there’s 
still an element of the un-
known.

“We know they’re excel-
lent,” said Durgin. “The 
kids are excited for this 
game, and they should be. 
They earned the right to 
be in this game.”

The Spartans are no 
stranger to the big stage. 
Durgin led St. Mary’s to 
the Super Bowl three years 
ago, where they fell to 
Abington. Their last state 
title was back in 2005.

Katie Morrison can be 
reached at kmorrison@
itemlive.com. Follow me 
on Twitter at @KatieMo61.

Spartans brace for unbeaten 
foe in state semifinals

Locals pioneers a part 
of Boston Pride, NWHL
by Joshua Kummins

FOR THE ITEM

EVERETT — The Mas-
sachusetts hockey scene 
is rich with tradition. The 
Boston Bruins are one 
of the National Hockey 
League’s most historic 
franchises, some of the 
nation’s best college pro-
grams are right in our 
backyard, and youth and 
high school programs are 
countless.

This fall, there’s a new 
show in town.

The National Women’s 
Hockey League is now on 
the ice, and the Boston 
Pride are one of the first-
year professional circuit’s 
four teams. The Pride 
have several locals on 
their roster, including Jil-
lian Dempsey of Winthrop, 
Denna Laing of Marble-
head and general man-
ager Hayley Moore, whose 
mother is a native of Lynn.

“Expectations have been 
exceeded in so many differ-
ent aspects of our league, 
team and our game,” said 
Moore, a Wakefield native. 
“Every time I step foot in 
the rink with our team, 
they tell me how grateful 
they are for everything 
they’ve experienced so far, 
how great the coaching 
is and the management. 
That blows me away.”

The Pride are ready for 
Sunday’s debut in front of 

the home crowd at Har-
vard University’s Bright-
Landry Hockey Center. 
Boston began the season 
with four consecutive road 
games, more than any oth-
er team.

Dempsey and Laing are 
accustomed to rigorous 
travel schedules from their 
days competing in the Ivy 
League, at Harvard and 
Princeton respectively. 
However, their day jobs 
make the hockey balancing 
act even more difficult.

“It’s a very busy, very 
time-consuming day job,” 
said Dempsey, a second-
grade teacher in Law-
rence. “But it’s always 
my favorite to be able to 
come to practice and have 
games on the weekend. 

“That gets me through 
some of the tough days, 
and to still have that op-
portunity is amazing.”

With the rigors of a long 
stretch on the road — 
broken for the Four Na-
tions Cup held earlier this 
month in Sweden — be-
hind the Pride, the players 
are excited to show off the 
high-quality product.

“I think it’s a great op-
portunity,” said Laing, 
whose sisters Brianna and 
Lexie currently play for  
Harvard’s women’s team. 
“I don’t think I’d want to 
be anywhere else, in any 
other city. I’m really excit-

ed to see (the arena) filled 
up.”

The NWHL vision be-
coming reality would not 
be possible without the 
strong tradition players 
like Danvers’ Meghan 
Duggan, a 2010 U.S. Olym-
pian, have built.

Duggan plays for the 
Buffalo Beauts, but noticed 
a similar excitement when 
they debuted in October.

“Opening night in Buf-
falo was awesome; it was a 
sold-out crowd and people 
were going nuts,” Duggan 
said. “The professionalism 
around the entire event 
was top-notch. I think 
that’s what we were look-
ing forward to, and that’s 
exactly what the NWHL 
delivered.”

There will be many op-
portunities for the com-
munity to be involved, 
with the Pride and NWHL. 
Fans attending games will 
have the opportunity to 
meet players in post-game 
autograph sessions. Eight 
Pride games will be shown 
live on NESN as part of 
the NWHL’s first television 
deal announced earlier 
this week, while all games 
are streamed online.

The Pride is the only 
NWHL team with a com-
pletely American roster, 
and establishing a heavy 
New England connection 
was crucial.

“Having so many players 
who are local to Boston 
is really fun,” said Moore, 
whose mother Marie Ce-
falo grew up in Lynn. “To 
have players raised in 
such a sports-minded com-
munity, and now playing 
on our team, is something 
people can gravitate to-
wards because it’s just so 
unique.”

The Pride coaching staff 
Moore mentioned is also 
connected to Massachu-
setts. Head coach Bobby 
Jay is from Burlington, a 
Merrimack College alum, 
and former coach pro-
fessionally and with the 
Harvard men’s team. As-
sistant Lauren McAuliffe 
is a former Harvard co-
captain and has coached 
at Northeastern.

There’s certainly still 
a lot of growing to do for 
the first-year league, but 
things could not be off to a 
better start.

And there’s no doubt 
about what the players 
want to see the future hold.

“The dream would be 
playing hockey 24/7, just 
like in college,” Dempsey 
said. “Like we say, ‘Living 
the dream.’ This has been 
the closest to it since then.”

Joshua Kummins can 
be reached at joshuakum-
mins95@gmail.com. Fol-
low him on Twitter @Josh-
uaKummins.
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Winthrop’s Jillian Dempsey, right, is one of several locals to skate for the boston Pride of the Na-
tional Women’s Hockey league.

Danvers’ Super Bowl bid ends in loss to Melrose
DaNvers
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LaGambina helped push 
the Raiders back, and they 
settled for a field goal from 
Cusolito.

The Falcons answered 
with a touchdown on their 
third drive, a 57-yard 
march that consisted of six 
runs by Lynch, the last of 
which was a 1-yard plunge 
on fourth down to give 
Danvers a 7-3 lead with 
5:19 left in the first half.

After an exchange of 
punts, Tyler — on his 
first touch of the game — 
raced up the middle for a 
79-yard touchdown run to 
give the lead back to Mel-
rose, 10-3. The Raiders 
threatened again late in 
the half, but an intercep-
tion by Danvers’ Quintin 
Holland in the end zone 
thwarted the drive with 
12.3 seconds left before in-
termission.

Melrose took command 
in the second half. After 
the Red Raiders held the 
Falcons on downs at their 
own 35, Nyland kept the 
ball on an option around 
right end and raced into 
the end zone for a 65-yard 
run that with the extra 
point put the Raiders 
ahead, 17-7, with 5:34 left 
in the third quarter.

Danvers made it into 
Melrose territory only one 
more time after that, and 
just barely. Lynch was 

dropped for a 5-yard loss 
on fourth-and-2 from the 
Raiders’ 44, and seven 

plays later, Melrose put 
the game out of reach 
when Nyland capped off 

a drive with a keeper 
around end with 4:02 left 
in the game.
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Danvers’ Jeremy Koen, left, gains yards along the sideline before being 
pushed out of bounds by melrose’s collin casey.


